
                                                                                                                         BOSTON WEST ACADEMY 

Y4 RE KNOWLEDGE OVERVIEW 

      
      
      



Term 1 and 2  

Community, Worship and Celebration  -Christianity 

      

Key questions 

How is Christian belief expressed collectively?  

How does Christian worship and celebration build a 

sense of community? 

 

Key vocabulary 
Denomination 
Quaker 
Methodist 
Baptist 
Roman Catholic 
Koinonia 

Prior Learning:  

What do pupils re-
member about Chris-
tian worship and key 
festivals? 
  
See KS1 Community, 
Worship and Celebra-
tion – Christianity unit 
(Y1) 

Next Steps: 
 
Y5 Being Human  
Christianity 
Y6 Life Journeys and 
rights of passage - 
Christianity 
  

Year 4 - Follow the compulsory units and use the ideas, questions and resource links to plan a term’s sequence of learning. 

Throughout each unit pupils are given opportunities: 

• I can use a range of sources and evidence. 

• I can empathise about how religious festivals are important in building a sense of community. 

•  I can ask important questions about religious beliefs and lifestyles and reflect on responses. 

•  I can draw comparisons between different denominations 

Lesson 1 



Lesson 2 

Lesson 3,4,5 



 

Suggested sequence of Learning 

Lesson 1  -  Koinonia and recap Trinity prior learning 

Lesson 2 - Christian religious festivals/events.  Focus on community - Christmas, Easter, Christening, marriage, worship, communal events, communion 

Lesson 3 - Roman Catholic  - Key Similarities and differences e.g core beliefs, worship style 

Believing: Ask pupils if they can name any of Jesus’ disciples (friends/followers). One of Jesus’ closest disciples was Peter (see Matthew 4:18; Matthew 16:18; 

Matthew 26:31-35; Luke 22:54-62). Roman Catholic Christians trace their religious authority to Peter, Jesus’ close friend. The Pope (the head of the Roman Catho-

lic Church) is believed to be a direct successor of Peter, the “rock on which the church was built”. The Roman Catholic church is over 2000 years old; the Roman 

Catholic Church is based in Vatican City in Rome. 

 Believing and Living: Ask pupils to find out more about Roman Catholicism – what are the key beliefs and practices of Roman Catholic Christianity? Set pupils a 

challenge to find out the following: *How do Catholics worship?  

*What is the Mass?  

*What is a Cardinal?  

*Who is the current Pope and what is one of their most recent teachings?  

*Who are the saints and why are they important to Roman Catholic Christians? 

*Why is Mary, the mother of Jesus, particularly important to Roman Catholic Christians? 

 https://christianity.org.uk/index.php/a/roman-catholic-christians.php  

https://request.org.uk/life/spirituality/roman-catholic-mass/  

https://request.org.uk/life/rites-of-passage/the-roman-catholic-sacraments  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Roman-Catholicism 

 http://www.catholic-ew.org.uk/  

https://www.youtube.com/user/cathcommsnet/videos 

 https://twitter.com/Pontifex?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor 

https://edition.cnn.com/shows/pope https://www.catholic.org/saints/  

http://catholicfaith.co.uk/saints http://www.catholic-church.org/ccos_tn/pdf/rosarylessonplan.pdf  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gI7ueVjQUuc  

https://www.dummies.com/religion/christianity/catholicism/the-roles-of-mary-in-the-catholic-church/ 

 http://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/         [Please note, several of these web pages are written from a perspective of faith.]  



 

 

Lesson 4 - Baptists - Key Similarities and differences e.g core beliefs, worship style (You could do Quakers instead) 

 

Lesson 5 - Methodists - Key Similarities and differences e.g core beliefs, worship style 

Believing and Living: Ask pupils to find out more about Methodist Christianity – what are the key beliefs and practices of Methodist Christianity?  

Set pupils a challenge to find out the following:  

• Who were the Wesley brothers and why are they important to Methodist Christians?  

• What is the connection between Methodist Christianity and the Church of England?  

•  Why is social action important to Methodist Christians and how do they seek to carry it out?  

• What is temperance and how does it connect with Methodist Christianity?  

• What is preaching and why is it important in Methodist Christianity?  

https://www.methodist.org.uk/  

https://twitter.com/methodistgb?lang=en  

http://worldmethodistcouncil.org/  

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-church/history/  

http://www.methodistheritage.org.uk/heritageofmethodism.htm  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Methodism  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4CeJc-sizU  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FoL6ElCGqbo  

Lesson 6 - Making comparisons 

Ask pupils to look back over their learning this term and use it to answer the following questions: 1. How do Christians express their beliefs collectively? 2. How 

does Christian worship build a sense of community? They should make reference to a range of Christian denominations studied over the course of the term, giv-

ing examples of the beliefs and worship style of these denominations.  



Term 3  

Community, Worship and Celebration  -Hinduism 

      

Key Questions 

How is Hindu belief expressed collectively?  

How does Hindu worship and celebration build a sense 

of community?  

 

Key vocabulary 

Puja 
Bhajan - devotional song 
Aarti ceremony 
Prashad - religious offering often vegetarian food 
Murtis 
Bell 
Puja tray 
Home shrine 
Diwali 
Holi 
Raksha Bandan (Rakhi ceremony) 
 

Prior Learning:  

Y3 God - Hinduism and 
Islam 

Next Steps: 
 
Y5 Being Human – Hin-

duism and Islam 

Y6 Life journey and 
rites of passage – Hin-
duism and Islam  



Covered in Y3 



 

Suggested sequence of Learning 

Lesson 1- How do Hindus worship in the mandir(collective)? 

Living: examples of worship in the mandir: https://truetube.co.uk/film/holy-cribs-mandir (the mandir)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o-s0mN5P8jo&index=31&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zJxDHG9JtcCmiAgwVFRW3uK (BBC Teach – visiting a mandir)  

https://truetube.co.uk/film/day-life-hindu-priest (a day in the life of a Hindu priest)  

https://truetube.co.uk/film/charlie-and-blue-hear-all-about-hindu-worship (Hindu worship - KS1)  

Use artefacts to explore further  

Believing: relate this to the idea of religious duties (dharma); relate worship involving murtis to beliefs about Brahman  

Thinking: how can you fulfil your dharma to worship if you don’t have a local mandir?  

Lesson 2- Recap learning from Y3.  How do Hindus worship at home(individual)? 

Thinking: what different ways might a religious person find to show respect to God outside of a place of worship? (E.g. prayer, studying holy texts, spending time 

in the natural world, having a focus of worship at home…) Ask pupils to identify the best place to show respect to God outside of a place of worship; they must 

give reasons to justify their answer.  

Living: worship at home https://iskconeducationalservices.org/HoH/practice/316.htm https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zh2hyrd 

Focus on puja and the arti ceremony – Pupils could create their own puja trays, making sure they connect each item with its significance during worship. 

 Believing: Ask pupils to explain the importance of worship at home for Hindus and how it connects with key Hindu beliefs, such as karma and dharma  

Lesson 3 - Hindu Festivals - Diwali and Holi  

See Oak Academy Lesson 7 for ideas   https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/how-do-hindus-express-their-faith-today-c8tk8c?

step=2&activity=video&view=1 

Revisit story of Rama and Sitafrom the Ramayana: http://www.umsl.edu/~naumannj/Geography%20PowerPoint%20Slides/major%20religions/The%20story%20of%20Rama%2 0and%

20Sita.ppt  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uRpNNF4fB4g&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zIiwCZSRPXjf75R1n978G5v&index=9&t=0s  

https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/ztrfqhv  

Ask pupils to note key characters, events and words as they engage with the story. “What is each character’s dharma (duty) in this story?”  

 



How do Hindus celebrate this story about Rama and Sita during the festival of Diwali?  

https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/z787tfr https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zxjxn39  

https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/z8476fr 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Niy1XYspVfg&t=0s&index=42&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zK0q_Ey3yl7k5LA5v1M7NNs  

https://truetube.co.uk/film/diwali-detail-part-1  

https://truetube.co.uk/film/diwali-detail-part-2 

 (http://pof.reonline.org.uk/people-of-faith/hinduism/). 

 Focus on key events/practices and the ways in which they connect with the story of Rama and Sita, and Hindu beliefs about dharma and karma. Pupils could pro-

duce a creative expression of the festival of Diwali in response to their learning.  

Lesson 4- Dharma - festivals, Rakhi - brothers and sisters 

Thinking: what are the benefits/challenges of having brothers and sisters? Ask pupils to interview each other, then create a chart of responses to decide whether it 

is a good thing or not to have siblings.  

Living: introduce the festival of Raksha Bandhan, the festival of brothers and sisters:  

http://kids.baps.org/thingstoknow/festival/11.htm  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-weku8zt6es&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zJxDHG9JtcCmiAgwVFRW3uK&index=32  

Ask pupils to record the key practices associated with this festival and make links between the festival and Hindu beliefs about karma and dharma.  

Pupils could make their own rakhi to give to their siblings/family members.  

Thinking: what visual signs do we have of our duty to each other in this school community? Pupils could design an object that they could give to younger pupils to 

show that everyone in school has a duty to care for everyone else.   



Term 4 

Community, Worship and Celebration  -Islam 

     VISIT A MOSQUE 

https://www.sleafordislamiccentre.org/ 
http://bostonmosque.org/  

Key Questions 

How is Muslim belief expressed collectively?  

How does Muslim worship and celebration build a sense 

of community? 

 

 

Key vocabulary 

Sawn 
Hajj/Umrah 
Wudu 
Salat 
Subha - prayer bead string 
Jumu’ah - Friday prayers 
Ummah - whole community of Muslims 
Masjid/mosque 

Prior Learning:  

Y3 God - Hinduism and 
Islam 

Next Steps: 
 
Y5 Being Human – Hin-

duism and Islam 

Y6 Life journey and 
rites of passage –   
Hinduism and Islam  

Lesson 3  

https://www.sleafordislamiccentre.org/
http://bostonmosque.org/


Covered in Y3 and KS1 

Lesson 2 

Lesson 1 

Lesson 5 

Lesson 5 



 

Suggested sequence of Learning 

Lesson 1- How does a mosque serve it’s community in addition to a place of worship? 

See Oak Academy Lesson 5 for ideas https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/where-do-muslims-worship-6dgp6d 

Lesson 2 - Festivals in a Muslim community and ways in which they relate to Muslims beliefs 

See Oak Academy Lesson 6 for ideas    https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/what-are-the-festivals-of-islam-70u36r?step=2&activity=video&view=1 

Lesson 3 - Prayer and Collective worship 

Lesson 4 - Recap of 5 Pillars of Islam.  Focus on Sawm 

Lesson 5 - Hajj and Umrah 

What journeys do pupils carry out every day/every week? Are there any journeys they go on that are special? What makes these journeys special? What plans do 

they have to make to carry out the special journey? Are these special journeys more important than the journeys they carry out every day? If so, why?  

Living: Introduce the key word pilgrimage; explain that it is a journey taken for a special reason, often for a religious community or to a place associated with a 

particular religious person/event. Muslims are asked to carry out a special pilgrimage called hajj at least once in their lifetime:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ok7-mB62xeE&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zK0q_Ey3yl7k5LA5v1M7NNs&index=16 

 Focus on the key terms: hajj, ka’bah (the most holy site in Islam and a symbol of the oneness of God), tawhid (the oneness of God), forgiveness, together, ihram 

(special clothing that makes everyone equal during the hajj)  

Ask pupils to create a podcast that explains hajj to their parents; they must show how the key terms connect with Muslim beliefs about ‘one God’ and ‘harmony’. 

 

VISIT A MOSQUE 

https://www.sleafordislamiccentre.org/ 
 

http://bostonmosque.org/  
  

https://www.sleafordislamiccentre.org/
http://bostonmosque.org/



